[Lymphadenitis due to atypical mycobacteria].
Cervical lymphadenitis is common in childhood and is a frequent source of consultation at the pediatrician's or ENT's office. It is usually caused by a viral upper respiratory tract infection and is self limited. In children with subacute or chronic cervical lymphadenitis which fails to respond to conventional antibiotics, infection due to atypical mycobacteria should always be considered. Infections occur predominantly in an otherwise healthy child of 1 to 5 years of age. The early diagnosis is essential as the treatment of choice is early surgical excision before skin necrosis and fistula occur. This article reviews the specific clinical manifestations, diagnostic tools and treatment of lymphadenitis due to atypical mycobacteria.